ABOUT ME

Unapologetically adaptive and
creative educator. A leader of
teams, organizations, and a
collaborator of musical
experiences. A creative problem
solver, team player, and avid
arranger, I believe all my skills
combine to prepare the next
generation of artists.

REFERENCES

Valerie Maze
Music Director/Conductor
valeriemazel@gmail.com

Aaron Kaplan
Conductor
aaronkaplanl23@gmail.com

Christina Ramirez
Director
christinaramirez256@gmail.com

Anne James-Noonan
Director & Coordinator New Trier
jamesnoa@nths.net

AMY J. BRANAHL

Music Director, Conductor, Arranger,
Collaborative Pianist, & Audition Coach
847.445.6406
craftingcourtside@gmail.com
www.craftingcourtside.com

v

EDUCATION

Northeastern Illinois University 2018-2022
Masters in School Leadership with the Principal
Endorsement

University of Illinois; Champaign-Urbana 2006-2009
Masters of Music Education (MME) Choral Conducting
University of Illinois; Champaign-Urbana 1999-2003

Bachelor of Music Education (BME) Choral Conducting
Major Instruments: Voice and Piano

CERTIFICATION

Professional Educator License License ID: #1866177
e« Endorsements Music Grade K-12: IEIN # 684660
e Endorsements Secondary Education Grades 6-12

TEACHING

New Trier High School « D203
Winnetka, Illinois *

e Director of Choral Activities/Music Director/
Adviser/Varsity Badminton Coach

2016- Present

Niles West High School « D219 2007- 2016
Skokie, Illinois ¢

e Choral Director & Music Director
London Middle School « D21 2003- 2007

Wheeling, Illinois *
e Choral, General Music, & Music Director/Pianist


mailto:craftingcourtside@gmail.com
http://www.craftingcourtside.com/

v PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES

OIL LAMP THEATER

Music Director
Music Director
Music Director

Last 5 Years
Gala event
Side By Side: By Sondheim

NEW TRIER HIGH SCHOOL

Asst. Vocal Director
Music Director
Asst. Vocal Director
Music Director
Asst. Vocal Director
Music Director

Children’s Choir
Vocal Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director

Legally Blonde

Willy Wonka

Brigadoon

Seussical

Footloose

25™ Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee

Joseph & The Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Songs For A New World
Working

Emma: The Musical
The Wedding Singer

April-July 2026
October 2025
July-September 2025

December-March 2026
September-November 2025
December-March 2025
October-November 2024
December-March 2024
October-December 2023

December-March 2023

October-December 2022
October-December 2021
October-December 2020
September-December 2019

ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL THEATER FESTIVAL

Vocal Director
Pit Director
Vocal Director

Sweeney Todd
Xanadu
Urinetown

NILES WEST HIGH SCHOOL

Music Director
Music Director
Music Director

Music Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director
Music Director

Avenue Q

[title of show]

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Chicago

Xanadu

Fame

Urinetown

Thoroughly Modern Millie
Once on this Island

A New Brain

September-January 2017
January 2014
January 2010

March-May 2016
September-December 2015
March-May 2015

March-May 2014
September-December 2013
March-May 2011
September-December 2009
March-May 2009
March-May 2008
August-December 2007



